
Friday, October 14, 2022    
The Hotel Hershey 

100 Hotel Road, Hershey, PA
6 CLE Substantive Law, Practice and Procedure Credit Hours

2022 Litigating
Sex Crimes Seminar
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To Register: 
Mail: PACDL,115 State Street, Harrisburg, PA  17101
Fax: 717.234.7462 
Email: pacdl@pacdl.org
Online:  www.pacdl.org
Telephone: 717.234.7403

Registration Fees
     Nonmembers  ◌ $475
     PACDL Regular Member ◌ $295
     PACDL Public Defender Member ◌ $275

Course Materials (choose one): 
     Attendee hard copy of course materials ◌ $75.00
     Attendee thumb drive  ◌ $20.00
     Electronic PDF document ◌ Free
TOTAL ◌ $

Registrant Information
Pay either by check or credit card.
Name
Attorney ID Number 
Street Address
City
State  Zip Code
Telephone Number (_______)
Email

Payment Information
☐ Pay by check (enclosed) ☐   Pay by credit card

Type of Card:  ☐ MasterCard   ☐ Visa   ☐ American Express   ☐ Discover 

Card Number
Expiration Date  CVV Code
Name on Card 
Card Billing Address (if different from above)

City 
State  Zip

This seminar has been approved for 6 substantive practice, procedure and law CLE hours by the 
Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education Board.  CLE reporting fees are included in the seminar 
price.  Become a member of PACDL to receive discounted seminar registration.  

Registration:  2022 Litigating Sex Crimes Seminar
October 14, 2022 at The Hotel Hershey



Defending sex crimes can be challenging, but with the right tools, strategies and 
arguments, attorneys can effectively defend their clients. The 2022 Litigating Sex 
Crimes Seminar is designed and built specifically for criminal defense lawyers.  

Defense attorneys will learn from some of the most innovative, inspiring, and 
creative defense practitioners and experts who will readily share their insights.  
We recruit nationally renowned lawyers, so you will be assured of learning the 
latest tactics and strategies to optimize your success. Quite simply, this training 
gives you a sturdy foundation to achieve the most favorable results for your clients 
and improve your representation before, during, and after trial.  Don’t miss the 
2022 Litigating Sex Crimes Seminar scheduled for October 14, 2022 at The 
Hotel Hershey. Register today!

8:30 a.m.  Registration

8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast

8:55 a.m. Welcome and Announcements

9:00 a.m. SORNA Update. 
The label of “sex offender” lasts forever, regardless of when the 
crime occurred. So too does litigation surrounding the law. While 
facial constitutional challenges to the law continue to work their 
way through our courts, new decisions and new arguments may 
offer people some relief. We will discuss new decisions, favorable 
statutory interpretations, as applied due process challenges, new 
arguments for attacking failure to register charges, pending litigation 
surrounding SVP hearings, and more!  We will also discuss updates 
on the current facial constitutional challenges! 
Presenter: Aaron J. Marcus, Defender Association of Philadelphia

10:00 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. How to Challenge the Fallibility of DNA Evidence.
Since the advent of DNA testing, it has solved cold cases, 
connected crimes committed in different jurisdictions, and even 
freed innocent men from death row. DNA profiling has in many 
ways changed forensic science. Some would also say the 
technology has revolutionized the criminal justice system over 
the past decades. In a project funded by the National Institute of 
Justice, researchers examined the role of DNA evidence in more 
than 100 sexual assault cases accepted for prosecution in one 
metropolitan jurisdiction between 2005 and 2010. They found that 
DNA evidence had a dramatic relationship with cases’ progression 
in the criminal justice system and on conviction rates. Almost 75% 
of the cases in which the DNA profile matched the suspect resulted 
in a guilty plea or a trial, compared with less than a third of cases 
without a laboratory report. 
The problem with DNA is that it is perceived as providing a unique 
and infallible identification – the CSI effect. Questions relating 
to how DNA from an individual got to where it was recovered 
from, and the activities associated with its pickup, retention, and 
deposition are increasingly relevant to criminal investigations 
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and judicial considerations. To address activity level propositions, 
investigators are typically required to assess the likelihood that 
DNA was transferred indirectly and not deposited through direct 
contact with a person, an item, or a surface. Through a case 
study of a sexual abuse prosecution this session will increase 
attendees’ understanding of the variables impacting DNA transfer, 
longevity, prevalence, recovery, and transfer possibilities and how 
to challenge the DNA evidence. 
Presenter:  Stephen Mercer, RaquinMercer LLC, Rockville, MD

11:45 a.m. Lunch (included in registration)

12:30 p.m. The Chapter Method: High-Impact Cross-Examination. 
for Sexual Assault Cases. Your success at trial in a sexual assault 
case is reliant on the effectiveness of your cross-examination. This 
seminar teaches how to become great at cross-examination now, not 
through multiple trial experiences but through the physical and mental 
preparation of the chapters of cross-examination. This completely 
new and groundbreaking session will give you the techniques needed 
to win against child and adult sexual offense allegations. As you 
easily learn the techniques, you will become a much more impactful 
cross-examiner in all your future cases – regardless of the nature of 
the charge. The session will cover:

• Insights from science on how people make decisions and how 
we can cause jurors to quickly embrace reasonable doubt.

• Using both constructive and destructive cross-examinations of 
prosecution witnesses to bolster aspects of the defense.

• How in the defense of sexual assault cases to adapt techniques 
from other kinds of cases, including DUIs, self-defense, and 
circumstantial evidence cases. 

• Multiple examples of the applications of these techniques. 
• How to take advantage of multiple interviews of the complaining 

witness.
• The modern technique of the third-party shift: shifting chapters 

of cross to an adult and cause them to involuntarily support facts 
consistent with the defense.

• Using the psychological principle of cognitive dissonance to box 
in prosecution witnesses so that they defend their work-product 
while undermining the complainant’s credibility.

• Pattern Chapters.  These are techniques of cross that can be 
used in sexual assault defenses that each severely damages the 
credibility of the complaining witness.
Presenter:  Larry Pozner, L S Pozner, PLLC

2:30 p.m. Break

2:45 p.m.  The Chapter Method: High Impact Cross-Examination 
 for Sexual Assault Cases (Continued)
 Presenter: Larry Pozner, L S Pozner PLLC

4:15 p.m. Adjournment

Registration Information
Mail, fax or email your completed registration form with payment 
no later than October 10, 2022. Only prepaid attendees are 
guaranteed seating. Door registrations are permitted only as space 
and material are available. The mailing address is: 

Contact information:
 Mail: PACDL, 115 State Street, 
  Harrisburg, PA  17101
 Fax: (717) 234.7462
 Email: pacdl@pacdl.org
 Online: www.pacdl.org
 Telephone: (717) 234.7403

Cancellation Policy:  All cancellation and refund requests must be 
made in writing before close of business on October 4, 2022.  A refund of 
the full conference fee, minus a $75 administration fee, will be given for 
cancellations received by close of business on that date. No refunds will 
be granted for requests dated/postmarked after October 4, 2022.  You 
must submit your cancellation via email to pacdl@pacdl.org.  PACDL 
regrets that refunds will not be provided for no-shows.  

Substitutions:  If you cannot attend, a colleague may take your seat, or 
your materials will be sent to you. The individual submitting the transfer 
request is responsible for all financial obligations (any balance due) 
associated with that substitution.

CLE Credits:  You will be eligible to receive up to 6 substantive law, 
practice and procedure continuing legal education credits from the 
Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education Board of the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania. No ethics credits are available at this seminar.  

Consent to Use of Photographic Images:  Registration and 
attendance at PACDL activities constitutes an agreement to the use and 
distribution of the registrant’s image or voice in photographs, videotapes, 
electronic reproductions, and audiotapes of such activities by PACDL 
without the express written permission. PACDL may use the registrant’s 
image, voice and likeness in its brochures, publications, website, or other 
media materials produced, used, or contracted by PACDL. No names or 
other personal identifying information will be used without written approval 
from the photographed subject. By participating in our training, you agree 
to release, defend, hold harmless and indemnify PACDL from all claims 
involving the use of your image and likeness.

Questions:  Please contact us at pacdl@pacdl.org or 717.234.7403.

Overnight Room Accommodations:  PACDL has reserved a small 
block of overnight sleeping rooms at $199.00 plus taxes. Make your 
reservation before the room block deadline of September 13, 2022.  
Attendees can make their own reservations by calling 1-855-729-3108. 
You can also reserve your sleeping room by booking online at this link. 
Attendees must identify themselves as part of Pennsylvania Association 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers’ group and must provide their name, 
type of room, check-in and check-out dates and special accommodation 
requests. 
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